
INDOOR ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
• The carpet and all the glues and materials and finishes used inside 

the building are low in VOC (volatile organic compound) emissiooleum-based plastic.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
Buildings in Canada are responsible for 17% of greenhouse gas emissions through the power they consume. All energy saving technology in the Lake Centre is off the shelf and could be widely used. We expect to consume only about 23% of the electricity from where purified “heating water” is warmed to 44

0C before circulating 
through a network of tubes embedded in the concrete floor slabs of both buildings. In summer the same circulation carries warmth from the building down to the bedrock where it is stored for the winter.

THE BIG IDEA 
It is often said that we make buildings and then the buildings make us. The Lake Centre is one of the most environmentally well designed buildings in North America and even before it was completed, was recognized with the Bronze Award for North America in the global Holcim Awards for Sustainable Construction in 2008. 

AN OUTSTANDING PLACE TO ATTRACT  OUTSTANDING PEOPLE

Students and resea@䈀䁂e�s�The main frame of both buildings is jack pine, the overhead  
decking is red pine. Both came from the forest near Chapleau.  The red pine was milled in Thessalon and the laminated beams were manufactured in Quebec.

THE STORY IN THE ROCKS
• Glacial boulders scattered over the site as though left by the 

melting ice sheet of 10,000 years ago, give voice to 3 billion years of geological history. Bedrock on the hill shows the violence of the Sudbury meteorite impact. 

• The “Silver Water” limestone on the face of the building is from 
Manitoulin Island. Here and there it shows fossil corals that lived in the seas of 450 million years ago.

Being green – and living up to it.

PREPARING FOR THE CLIMATE OF 2050
Winters in the future will be shorter and less cold while summers will be hotter. By 2050 keeping buildings cool in Northern Ontario 



DESIGNING WITH NATURE 
The curved shape of the Lake Centre follows a contour 
of the shore of Ramsey Lake where the water level was 
about 800 years ago. Glacial rebound is raising the land 
and will lift the building about another half metre in the 
next 100 years.

The shape of the centre seen from above, especially the 
way it divides on either side of the rock mound visible 
from the foyer, makes it seem like a flowing glacier. 
Whatever your imagination sees, the lines of Nature’s 
architecture are evident. 

BUILT TO INSPIRE
Sudbury has a rich history, an epic story of 


